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Parental Rights 

At Southwest Leadership Academy (SLA) in Phoenix, Arizona, the balance between curriculum 

flexibility and parental transparency required by A.R.S. § 15-113 is tightly integrated into the 

school’s enrollment and instructional protocols. Because SLA serves alternative and at-risk youth 

with specialized credit recovery and social-skills training, the school actively utilizes the statute's 

built-in frameworks to ensure parents remain fully informed without creating administrative 

roadblocks. In accordance with A.R.S. § 15-117, Southwest Leadership Academy will obtain 

written parental consent before a student participates in any survey, analysis, or evaluation that 

collects sensitive information. 

SLA employs and applies this parental protection law through the following clear practices: 

Upfront Disclosure and the Right to Object: During SLA's mandatory parent orientation and 

enrollment intake process, families receive a complete overview of the credit recovery curriculum 

and tracking materials. If a parent objects to any upcoming instructional activity or supplemental 

reading material based on a belief that it contains harmful, violent, or profane elements, they can 

submit a written request to the principal to withdraw their child from that lesson. 

Providing Alternative Assignments: 

When a parent utilizes their right under § 15-113 to opt out of a specific classroom activity, 

SLA’s instructional team works directly with the student's Personalized Education Plan (PEP). 

Instructors provide a comparable alternative assignment that satisfies the state academic 

standards required for credit recovery, ensuring the student's graduation timeline is not 

penalized. 

Strict Written Consent for Media and Sex Education: In compliance with the statute, SLA does 

not permit the use of age-inappropriate electronic media or the instruction of any sexuality-related 

topics without obtaining a signed, physical consent form from a parent or legal guardian. 

The school explicitly prompts parents regarding these rights on its standard compliance 

paperwork at the start of the school year. 
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